Fort Wayne Sewer Advisory Group Meeting
February 7, 2007

Attending

David Kohli, NEAP — Chair

Ellen Fox, NEAP

Sandy Boruk, NEAP

Bob Chambers, NWAP

Dan Wire, NWAP

Allen R. Lauer, Sr., NWAP

Ron Smith, Chamber of Commerce

Rod Vargo, Ludwig Park

Chuck Hilyard

Laura Hillyard

Kathleen Quilligan, News-Sentinel

City of Fort Wayne staff:
Greg Meszaros, Director of Public Works and Cltilities
Mike Kiester, Engineering Support Services
Susan Beck, NPDES Program Manager at WPCM
Mary Jane Slaton, Water Resources

Instead of holding a stormwater sub-committee mgethe Sewer Advisory Group sponsored an
opportunity for citizens to attend to learn morewithe proposed sewer rate increase and to ask
guestions. Chuck and Laura Hillyard attended tketing with Chuck asking a number of
guestions and making observations about the Qidposed 1997 Long Term Control Plan for
Combined Sewer Overflows and about money that baa bommitted over the past 10 years to
reduce the likelihood of sewer backups in priongighborhoods.

Greg Meszaros reported that City Utilities is hapéhat we will reach an agreement with EPA
on a CSO strategy in 2007. Our agreement with thhé@hibe documented in a court order called
a consent decree. Once the consent decree isdirtfere will be a public comment period when
the community can give feedback. Based on theecw®bf an approved consent decree, City
Utilities will develop a new, updated Long Term C80ntrol Plan. As part of the negotiation
process, the City has proposed spending on CSQ@ot®only to the point of diminishing returns.
That would take Fort Wayne from about 100 overfliays per year to about 4 and would cost
around $300 million.

David Kohli explained that early on in the histafythe Sewer Task Force, the Task Force was
emphatic that the work that would need to be doaelevrequire sewer rate increases. The Task
Force supported a 37% rate increase in 1997 whadhded funds to address sewer backups into
homes. David also stated that the Task Forcezeghthat even if all CSOs were eliminated that
would not necessarily mean that the rivers woulétmeter quality standards, so the Task Force
focused on reducing backups and helping neighbaitoo

David asked if the City has estimated what the bpakduction program has saved citizens.

* Greg explained that a dollar figure is difficultdetermine because many of the costs of
cleaning up sewer backups are paid for privatetysome of the costs cannot be
expressed in dollars.

» David asked if City Utilities could calculate areport the cost of the proposed CSO
program per citizen in the entire City and perzeiti just in the combined sewer area.
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Chuck asked if home owners will be charged if Citifities builds new sewers and the
property is required to reconnect to the new sewer.

Dan pointed out that the Curdes Avenue Task Foasébkeen addressing the issue and
has supported the idea that the entire commundyldrshare in all of the project costs.
David expressed the sentiment that “if we all biérfas from better river water quality)
then we should all pay.”

Sewer Advisory Group

Chairman David Kohli called the Sewer Advisory Guaegular meeting to order at 6:15 PM.

Minutes of the December 6, 2006 meeting were resteand approved after several
typographical errors were noted and corrected. mimeites will be posed on the City’s website.

Sewer Rates
Director of Public Works and City Utilities Direat&®reg Meszaros updated the group on status
of action to increase sanitary sewer rates.

City Council discussed the increase in committedam 16. On a motion by
Councilman Hayhurst, the issue was tabled until E8lio allow for more public
discussion.

Greg has been speaking to groups and organizatlmrshe increase including: NWAP
(he addressed SWAP, SEAP and NEAP during the f@066). Greg has met with the
Homebuilders Association and Metro Business Graoupgior to Feb. 13 will meet with
the Board of Directors of the Economic Developm&ltiance. Greg will also address
the Northside Neighborhood Association on Feb. 19.

Sandy Boruk asked if the proposed rate increasstamito account the cost to upgrade downtown
infrastructure to accommodate the proposed Hari@prare development.

Greg explained that in general, developers pagdsés for infrastructure upgrades
necessitated by development. City Utilities istipgt some money into a sewer
separation project in the Renaissance Point atgdpbHarrison Square the
improvements will be part of the overall financiiog the project. City Utilities will
carefully review plans for the development to eaghat any changes to the sewer
system are sufficient to accommodate sewage anahwtter flow without causing
backups, sewer surcharging or flooding.

Harrison Square will be more pervious (less impmrs) than the area is currently. So
stormwater absorption should be better after tiveldement than now.

City Utilities may do some sewer separation dowmas part of the Harrison Square
project.

Ellen asked if Harrison Square will have stormwaletention or if they will get the same benefit
as Southtown and not be required to detain storewat

Greg responded that there will be detention forridan Square, although it could be
underground. He explained that Southtown will hdegention and that the City plans to
build a constructed wetland for detention, stornewguality improvement and as an
educational area with Safety Village.

With redevelopment, City Ultilities reviews planseisure that the development does not
cause any problems and is making infrastructureesys better, if possible.

Chuck Hillyard asked if the hard surface “footpftiat Southtown was reduced as a result
of the new development.
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Greg explained that it was and that the commursiked for an upgraded storm sewer
system at Southtown. Renaissance Point will havepegn detention basin. Having
detention will add about $1 million to the costtloé project.

Consent Decree Negotiations

Greg gave an update on the status of negotiatitthsBPA. There have recently been a couple
of phone conferences and more are expected. @etgdonfident there will be a consent decree
by the end of 2007 and that it will be one thatebmmunity will find acceptable. Discussion
has centered on two main issues: 1) the schedutsvdong Fort Wayne will have to implement
improvements to the combined sewer system; anlie2lewvel of control that will be required —
based on how many overflow days will be permittadreyear. City of Fort Wayne is committed
to a CSO control program that involves high valuggrts with benefits to the community
beyond just reducing overflows to the rivers.

Dan Wire asked if there is anything the SAG shdaddloing to help move the process
along.

Greg responded that there is nothing for now, hat dhce we have a preliminary
agreement the City will need help communicatingualitato citizens and getting

feedback from the public. The SAG can assist hyihg us schedule discussions and
presentations to community groups.

Dan suggested adding a goal to the SAG goals for 20 having a consent decree by the
end of the year and supporting the efforts of Citjlities and the City administration to
do so.

Update on 2007 Goals
Mary Jane reported on work that has been done tba@omplishing the SAG goals for 2007:

1.

Community presentations:

* Recently Greg has addressed the NWAP, EconomiclB@wvent Alliance
Board and will speak to Northside Neighborhood Asstiion about the proposed
sewer rate increase.

» Alan Lauer suggested speaking to the Council onos&wervices. Their next
meeting is March 20.

Recruiting representatives from Aboite Township

» Southwest Area Specialist Ken Nicolet will be domgailing to Aboite

Township neighborhood association presidents tiiskw It will include a letter

from David Kohli asking for representatives formdie to join the SAG and

inviting them to the April meeting.

Inform community groups — especially senior citigenabout help that is available to

pay City Utilities bills.

» City Utilities has developed an article that carubed in association and other

newsletters that contains information about Utilit§ payment options and bill

payment assistance. The article was sent to &8 8®&mbers. It was also sent to

Northeast Indiana Regional Council on Aging andusthdve in their March

newsletter. It also went to The Clubhouse on Lakenue to be distributed to their

clients.

* SAG members suggested other outlets that shoudiveethe information

including Township Trustees offices, CANI, Luthet@ocial Services and Catholic

Charities, and First Call For Help.

Dan Wire made a motion with a second from Rod Vango Ellen Fox to add a fourth goal for
2007: The Sewer Advisory Group will support Cittilitles and the City administration in its
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efforts to negotiate an acceptable consent degmeement to implement a CSO Long Term
Control Plan. The SAG is committed to having apraped consent decree by the end of 2007.

Curdes Avenue Task Force Update

Dan stated that the group is working on finishitsgpiolicy statements. The Task Force
will be adding a “parking lot” section to its recamandation document that will identify
other issues that were not on the agenda for tele Farce but that it feels need to be
addressed. This section will include informatidwoat stormwater drainage and a
suggestion that City Utilities work with the Courwilding Department on a process for
issuing plumbing permits in areas where City prigjeequire that homeowners modify
their internal house plumbing.

Rod explained that the Task Force recommendatiensaw in the 4 draft version. The
Task Force is committed to developing a recommémaalocument that all members
will support. Rod also explained that there maygb®e issues that are identified that
will need to some to the SAG for a fuller discussio

David was pleased that the Task Force has expatsdscbpe to look at other issues that
will be important to neighborhood residents.

Ellen expressed her concerns about how the recontiens and proposed projects will
affect elderly and disabled residents — both im&eof costs and neighborhood
disruption.

Rod complemented City Utilities for its open attituand willingness to listen to citizens.

Other topics

Greg announced that Pat Callahan has taken a fewiflo Aqualndiana. Pat was with
City Utilities for about 14 years and worked vetgsely with the original Sewer Task
Force and recently with the SAG. He will be misaed we wish him well.

At the last meeting (Dec. 6, 2007) David had askeffl Morris about sewer backup calls
received during the heavy rains on Dec. 1. Jeffipled the following information:
Back up calls 26

Basement flooding 1
Cave-in 1
Street flooding 55
Yard flooding 7

Chuck Hillyard observed that when he has floodingisshome it is because of high river
levels. His home did experience a sewer backuipi lwas because of a collapse on the
private tap.

The next meeting of the Sewer Advisory Group will be on April 4, 2007 with the
Stormwater Sub-Committee meeting beginning at 5:30 PM.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 PM

Respectfully submitted:
Mary Jane Slaton
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