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cloudiness, or turbidity, of the water is a general indicator of water quality.  It is measured in 
Nephelometric Turbidity Units, or NTU.  The goal of the Plant is always to produce water with 
less than 0.1 NTU of turbidity.  Federal regulations require that water be treated so that turbidity 
does not exceed 0.3 NTU. 
 
An ultraviolet light (UV) disinfection process to be implemented in 2014 will increase protection 
against an intestinal parasite called Cryptosporidium.  Although Crypto has never been found in 
Fort Wayne’s drinking water, new federal regulations require that all water systems that receive 
their water from a river, lake or stream implement added precautions.  Traditional chlorine 
disinfection does not kill Crypto, but filtration physically removes it from the water.  Treating 
water using ultraviolet light deactivates Cryptosporidium, and will allow City Utilities to meet the 
high standards set by the US Environmental Protection Agency and Indiana Department of 
Environmental Management. 
 
Following the treatment process, water is stored in an underground reservoir at the Plant until it is 
pumped into the pipes that carry it to customers in Fort Wayne and vicinity. 
 
 
 
 


