
all residential garbage   
going to the landfill.  That’s 
nearly 12,000 tons of grass 
clippings, leaves and other 
potentially  beneficial ma-
terial. 

 City residents pay around 
$300,000 per year to 
throw away landscape   
debris. The more materials 
you compost, the more it 
could impact what you pay 
for garbage collection.  

 Leaves are banned from 
going to landfills and are 
instead composted when 
picked up by the City. 

Doesn’t it make SENSE and 
more CENTS to use something 
you might dispose of to help 
your lawn and garden grow? 

 

 

Composting is the controlled 
decay of organic material such 
as  grass clippings, leaves, 
wood shavings, cardboard and 
paper.   

Kitchen scraps may be       
composted but should be    
limited to fruit and vegetable 
matter and coffee grounds, 
and should not include meat   
products, grease or eggs.  Dog 
and cat waste and cat litter 
should not be composted   
because they can produce  
bacteria that is harmful to  
humans.  

Composting creates a nutrient
-rich fertilizer that also helps 
condition the soil. 

Composting is a simple way to 
manage yard waste on your 
property.   

 In Fort Wayne landscape 
debris makes up 13.4% of 

What Is Composting? 

Getting Started 
Before you begin, make sure 
composting  is permitted by 
your neighborhood              
association covenants.   

As a general rule of thumb, 
begin by mixing one part 
“green” material such as fresh 
grass clippings to three parts 
“brown” matter such as dry 
leaves.  A compost pile can be 
started on bare ground as 
long as there is a straw base 
under it.  You can also use a     
commercially-available bin or 
build a containment area.  

There are two approaches to 
composting: 

Cool and Easy :  Adding 
materials gradually to a bin or 
pile and allowing them to  
degrade naturally with little 
maintenance.  Using this   
approach, compost will be 
ready to use in six months to 
two years. 

Hot and Fast :  Building and 
actively mixing a pile to     
produce disease-killing     
temperatures.  This method 
can yield finished compost in 

three to four months. 

Keep it Clean and Tidy:  
Whichever composting     
method you use, remember 
the compost must not attract   
rodents or create a nuisance.  
One of the local enforcement 
agencies can order you to 
clean-up, modify (for example, 
use a compost bin instead of 
having an open pile), move or 
even eliminate your compost  
if it is creating a health or   
sanitation issue. 

Fort Wayne/Allen County 

What to    
Compost 

 Yard waste such 
as leaves, grass 
clippings and 
wood shavings 

 Kitchen waste 
including coffee 
grounds, fruit 
and vegetable 
matter 

 Shredded card-
board, paper 

Horse, cow, pig 
manure 

 

What NOT to     
Compost 

 Large twigs or 
limbs 

 Meat products, 
kitchen grease, 
eggs 

 Dog and cat 
waste 

 

Backyard Composting 

Resources 
www.acwastewatcher.org 

www.epa.gov/recycle/
composting-home 

eartheasy.com/
grow_compost.html 

purelivingforlife.com/
composting-101/ 

http://howtocompost.org/ 

http://mastercomposter.com/
compost.html  

Information from the City of Fort Wayne, the Fort Wayne-Allen County           
Department of Health, and the Allen County Solid Waste Management District 
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Using compost before it is 
ready can damage plants.  
Undecayed “brown”          
material in the compost can 
temporarily reduce the plant
-available nitrogen in the 
soil.  Undecayed “green” 
matter can harbor pests and 
disease.  Immature compost 
can also introduce weed 
seeds and root-damaging 
acids. 

Compost is ready when: 

 it smells earthy – not 
sour, putrid or like   
ammonia 

 it no longer heats up 
after it is turned over or 
wetted 

 it has a crumbly texture 
and looks like dark soil 

 

 

Compost can be incorpo-

rated into the soil before an 
area is planted.  Loosen the 
existing soil then work the 
compost in to a depth of six 
inches to a foot before plant-
ing. 

Compost can also be used in 
place of mulch around land-
scape plants. 

enough to prevent them 
from washing away thus 
reducing excess nutrients 
that may cause algae to 
grow in waterways. 

By adding nutrients to the 
soil, compost can reduce or 
eliminate the need to use 
synthetic fertilizer.   

Compost also reduces the 
need to use chemical        
pesticides because it        

Composting promotes 
healthy root growth,        
allowing more rainwater to 
soak into the ground and  
decreasing runoff.  

Compost breaks up tightly 
bound particles in clay or 
silty soil, allowing plant 
roots to spread, water to 
drain and air to penetrate.  

Compost particles attract 
and hold nutrients strongly 

contains beneficial micro-
organisms that can protect 
plants from disease and 
pests. 

Because compost helps soil 
absorb and retain moisture 
it reduces the need for   
supplemental watering, 
saving you money and   
allowing you to conserve 
water. 

When Is Compost Ready? 

Composting and Water Quality 

Benefits of Using Compost 
al months or years. 

Soil enriched with compost 
retains nutrients from fertiliz-
er better than lifeless soil 
does.  When nutrients are 
held more strongly in the soil 
they are less likely to be     
carried away by stormwater 
runoff. 

Compost also helps balance 
both acid and alkaline soils, 
bringing pH levels into the 
optimum range for nutrient 
availability. 

Beneficial Soil Life 

The good bacteria in compost 
help to break down mulch 
and plant debris into plant-
available nutrients.  Some of 
the bacteria also convert   
nitrogen from the air into a 
nutrient plants can use. 

Beneficial insects, worms 
and other organisms are 
plentiful in compost-
enriched soil.  As they   
burrow through the soil 
they help keep it loose and 
well aerated. 

Compost helps suppress 
diseases and harmful pests 
that can overrun poor, life-
less soil. 

 

Soil Structure 

Incorporating compost into 
the soil makes it easier to 
work, plant and cultivate. 

Compost helps sandy soil 
retain water and adds      
nutrients that would         
normally wash right through 
sand. 

Compost alters the texture 
and structure of all soil 
types, making it less likely to 
erode. 

Nutrients 

Compost contains micro-
nutrients such as iron and 
manganese that are often 
absent in synthetic            
fertilizers. 

Compost releases its        
nutrients slowly, over sever-

Page 2 

 

Learn More 

For more information 
about landscaping        

practices that can save 
money and help the     

environment, please visit: 

cityoffortwayne.org  

 or call  

311 or 260-427-8311  

No Backyard? 

Drop off compostable 
materials at a Fort 

Wayne/Allen County 
community composting 

facility: 

City Utilities’ Bio-Solids, 
Lime & Yard Waste   

Recycling Site               
6202 Lake Avenue      

260-427-5535 

 


	What Is Composting?
	Getting Started
	Fort Wayne/Allen County
	What to    Compost
	What NOT to     Compost
	When Is Compost Ready?
	Composting and Water Quality
	Benefits of Using Compost
	Page #


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


