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Emergency Protocol

If you have a medical emergency
during business hours please call
260-427-5549 or 260-427-1244

or our main shelter line

260-427-1244

If you have a medical emergency
outside of the business hours
please call

260-449-3000

When calling the emergency number
please let dispatch know you are a current
foster and need to speak with an animal
control officer. If you live outside of city
limits, we may request you meet an animal

control officer at the shelter.
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Thank you for opening your home and your heart
to a dog or puppy in need. Whether you foster
tiny puppies who need some time to grow, or an
adult dog who needs a little extra TLC, you make
it possible for us to provide the very best care
possible for dogs and puppies that find their way
to our shelter.

Fostering is messy, rewarding, stinky, adorable,

and sometimes a heartbreaking job. We certainly
could not provide the level of care we do without
valuable foster homes like yours.




The quickest, easiest way to get ahold of someone in
the foster department is to email:
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Emilee Smith Gina Thomas
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Michelle Brittany Patricia




Ly
ot
<{
L.
o2
LLI
—
)
O
Ll

What do foster parents need to provide?
o A healthy and safe place
o Transportation to and from shelter appointments (typically every 2 weeks)
« Willingness to follow specific protocols and instructions to teach dogs and
puppies about positive relationships

Can | foster if | work full time?
» Yes! We will match you with foster animals who are a good fit for your
schedule.

How many dogs/puppies will | foster?

o We like to have at least two puppies together whenever possible so they can
socialize with and learn from each other. There are times larger litters come in
or moms with babies. We will typically only have our fosters take one adult
dog at a time.

How long will | have the foster dog/puppy?

o Puppies need to be fostered until they are at least 10 weeks old and are
healthy before they return for their spay/neuter surgeries and are ready for
adoption.

» Time varies with adult dogs. We will have a rough idea of a timeframe upon
pick up.

Will | need to give medicine to my foster dog/puppy?

o We do our best to ensure that we are sending healthy dogs and puppies out to
foster. However, most illnesses have incubation periods, meaning that
symptoms may not start until you have them in your home. There may be
times when you are asked to medicate your foster dog/puppy. This will be
explained and demonstrated by staff if needed.

Can my foster dog/puppies meet my personal pets?

o We strongly recommend that you SLOWLY introduce your foster to your
owned pets. We also highly suggest you consult with your veterinarian before
fostering to ensure your personal pets are up to date on vaccines. Fort Wayne
Animal Care & Control is not responsible for and cannot provide medical care
for your personal pets.

Where do all of the dogs/puppies come from?
o Most arrive as strays that citizens find and bring to the shelter. Some are
surrendered by their families who can no longer care for them.

What if something comes up where | have to go out of town?
o If there is a change in plans please reach out to us right away. We will work
with you on making arrangements for your fosters. You cannot leave your
fosters with anyone that is not an approved foster with our organization.

What if a behavior problem arises or a foster bites me?

o If you have any worries contact us right away so we can assist. If you are
bitten and the skin breaks contact us within 24 hours of the bite. The law
requires we must report all bites. The tooth of the animal, not the nails, must
have broken the skin for it to be a bite.

Will any of my foster dogs/puppies die?

o Sadly, a small percentage of puppies do not survive even with the loving care
they recieve in a foster home. This may be the hardest thing about fostering.
Please keep in mind that without foster homes, most of these puppies would
not stand a chance of survival. You're helping to save lives!

What if | want to adopt one of my dog/puppies or know someone who does?

o That's great! We encourage our fosters to find adopters for their foster
animals! We just need a completed adoption profile from the potential adopter
(with foster’s name and animal number by the end of business on the day of
their surgery) and the full adoption process will be followed. Please contact us
right away with this information because once the animal is up for adoption,
we cannot hold him/her for anyone, including the foster parent.




All appointments take place at Fort Wayne

Animal Care & Control located at 3020
Hillegas Road Fort Wayne, IN 46808

Picking Up, Scheduling Vaccine
Dropping Off Appointments

You will receive a medical sheet with
dates of when your foster will need to

When picking up or returning foster animals return for vaccines and another
please make an appointment with a member round of de-wormer. To schedule this
FedEx Ship Center of the foster team. It is important we know appointment visit

when to expect you so we have everything . .
ready to go for the animal(s) you are Additional Su pplles https://fortwayneanimalcareandcont

fostering. . rol.setmore.com
If you need additional

supplies for your foster animals please help and follow the prompts. This is for
yourself to our foster supply VACCINES ONLY.
pantry any time during hours that staff are Video instructions are posted on the
here. If you do not see what you are looking foster Facebok page
for please let us know.

u "?-.;r
IH

LT

O SE

sSummit Aca
of Gymnas

Paul Davis Restoration

of Northeast Indiana _
Fort WaynelAnimal
Care & Control

Big Eyed Fish Express ; prs _ Scheduling
Scheduling Vet e 7 PN Spay/Neuter Surgery

)
—
<
LLl
>
—
=
O
o
o
<

Ny seba)iH

r"T:-.,i Appointments ) | 4 L ~ If not already set up please email the
”f-,,.; W ol foster.help email to schedule surgery. Fosters
o ' can be dropped off at the shelter the
If your foster animal is showing signs ‘ afternoon before the surgery date between
Sians and Wonders 4:30-5:30pm or between 7:30-8am
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of illness please notify the foster
department ASAP.
If it is determined your foster needs to
see our vet we will schedule an
appointment for you.

the day of surgery.
Please withhold food and water after
10pm the evening before surgery. The day
after surgery dogs/puppies will come into

W State Blvd the adoption program.
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Facebook will be the only place that we post animals needing a foster home. These will be posted under the
GUIDE called: Animals Looking for Foster Homes! Typically, the first person to comment gets to foster that
particular animal. However, there are times when we have to make sure we select the best environment for
the animal to succeed. Always read the full post to see if there are any special requirements or restrictions
for that particular animal.

Once an animal has foster commitment the post is updated with FOSTERED! at the top of the post and it will

be removed from the GUIDE section.

Please keep in mind the following things when it comes to our
Facebook Group:

Be kind! We are all here for the same reason, to help animals- please be respectful.

Please do not post immediate concerns- the group is not monitored by staff 24/7- if you
have an issue that requires immediate attention please give us a call, send an email to
foster.help@cityoffortwayne.org or (if during non-business hours) follow our emergency
protocol

Please do not send staff members messages through Facebook messenger- messages
are not checked regularly and will not be answered

Please do not reach out to individuals privately who take foster animals, this can make
some uncomfortable. If you have a question about an animal in our foster program
please email the foster department.

Please do not post advertisements for animals outside of Fort Wayne Animal Care & f
Control's foster program. If you, or someone you know, needs assistance with an animal .ﬂ
please send an email to us.

Check out the GUIDE section of the Foster
Facebook page for more information! ——— 7.



Each foster will receive a foster kit containing What’s in my foster dog/puppy kit and what is it used for?

[ J [ J
each of the items listed here. ﬁ
and always reach out to our foster help email for guestions/concerns as soon as you notice them.

When SU Pplies CI I"e I"UI‘I ning IOW fOSter'S mCIY ¢ Dry dog/puppy food- Make sure you are offering food based off the size and age of your foster

dog/puppy. The foster team will go over this with you.

®
refl " at our fOSter pa ntrY° »  Wet dog/puppy food- If needed to help entice your fosters to eat you can add in some canned food.

o Crate/Ex-Pen- Crates and exercise pens can be sent with all dogs/puppies. It is best to keep them

* Dog/Puppy manual- There is A TOM of information in this manual. Please make sure to read it carefully

confined when you are unable to watch them closely for safety.
* Poop Bags- Please be sure to clean up after your foster dogs/puppies.
*» Towels- Extra towels can be used to put down in the crates or on floors.
» Blankets- Can be used to place on the floor of your crate and/or draped over for additional comfort.
*  Two bowls- One is used for dry food and one is used for fresh water.
o Feeder bowls- These offer enrichment and slow down fast eaters.
» Variety of toys- Puppies love to play. Offering a wide variety of toys can keep your puppies engaged
and teaches them to play with appropriate toys instead of human hands/fingers.
o Size appropriate Kong- You can stuff these with treats/food/peanut butter/etc. For a more
challenging experience you can freeze them before offering to the dog/puppy.
o Size appropriate Nylabone- These make great chewing options!
* Peanut Butter- Can be used in Konfs.

puppy only supplies--

* Puppy Pads- Can be used to put down to help with messes.

o Scale- Please weigh your puppies twice a day each day to ensure they are gaining weight. If they are
not gaining, please reach out through the foster help email.

» Snuggle Safe disc- Place this disc in the microwave for roughly 5 minutes and it will stay warm for
roughly 5-8 hours. Please make sure it is covered with fabric so it doesn't get too hot for yvour foster
puppies We love these discs because if the puppies are too warm, they can easily move off them.

*Should you need more of any of these supplies please visit our foster pantry®

Thank you so much for fostering!
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PREPARING YOUR FOSTER SPACE

When you take your foster dog/puppy home, they may be frightened or unsure about what’s happening, so it’s important not to overwhelm them.
Follow these easy tips to help set everyone up for success!
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Feeding |
o All foster dogs should be fed a diet of dry dog
food, unless otherwise specified. We use Hill’s
I Science Diet dog food and ask that you use the
same. Feed your foster dog once or twice daily;
I the amount will be based on the age and weight I
of your foster dog. Make sure the dog always
I has access to fresh, clean water. I
« You can give your foster dog treats of any kind
I (unless he/she has known allergies, of course); I :
I I
| |
|

Weighing Your Foster
Puppies

« You will be provided a scale to
weigh your young puppies twice a
day

» Keep track of the weights as they
will be the easiest way to ensure
you that your puppies are growing

Transporting

| When you're transporting

Y, | foster dogs, please keep them|
secured inside a vehicle.

Your foster dog cannot ride in

lpmmmmm — — —

giving treats helps you and your foster dog to . If a bu is losina weiaht please
bond with each other. Most dogs like to chew on | the bed of an open pickup I emap“ :sp Zoon as )?ou cagn fOI:

things, so try Greenies, antlers, Nylabones or , I truck. l assistance!

Dentabones. Be sure to monitor chewing closely " I 1

and remove the item if it gets small enough for

the dog to swallow. Keep in mind that not all ‘ === -

dogs like to share, so only give these treats when I . — - -
your foster dog is confined to his/her own area. * , . — - am Em Em == == m

L________J
r---—————,

Out In Public I

r————————,

Handle Puppies With Care

« Your foster dog is not allowed to go to off-leash I
dog parks, other off-leash dog areas, pet

Health Monitoring

o ltis important to handle puppies daily so they

- e Look over your foster dog dail
become accustomed to it. Yy 9 ) 4

for any changes or potential
medical problems
o Fill out your wellness log daily

stores, or visit with unknown dogs unless
approved by the foster department staff. I

 Picking up and holding puppies several times
a day while gently petting them can
encourage affectionate behavior.

 -Touch puppies all over their bodies (ears,

these situations, or how other dogs will react,
and we need to ensure that all animals are safe I

at all times.
normal stool.

o If you notice diarrhea, vomiting,

o We don’t know if the other dogs they encounter I
decreased appetite, lethargy or

* Pay close attention to the puppy's body are vaccinated appropriately or carry diseases,

language and if you are seeing signs of
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any other concerns regarding
your dog's health email us as
soon as you can for assistance!

discomfort stop and try again at a different
time.

I I
I [
I [
I I
tails, feet, etc.) to help them learn that
| handling is a good experience. [
I I
I I
I [

o NEVER scruff a puppy!

L________J

I I
I |
I I
[ o A thriving dog will be bright and [
playful with a good appetite and
I I
I I
I I
I I

=

r
[
I
I
| . We do not know how your foster dog will actin |
I
I
I
I

so it is best if your foster dog does not meet any I
unknown dogs. Having recently come from a
shelter setting, foster dogs can be vulnerable I
health-wise.

________J
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INTRODUCTIONS

Dog Introductions

o If you have personal dogs, you’ll want to introduce them to your foster
dog one at a time and supervise their interactions. It’s a good idea to
introduce them outside in a large yard or on a walk, keeping all the
dogs on leash and allowing them enough space to get adjusted to one
another.

If you can, it works best to schedule a time for your personal dogs to
meet the foster dog before you take the foster dog home. We are happy
to help accommodate that at the shelter.

In addition, make sure that high-value items (food, chew toys, plush
toys, Kongs, rawhides or anything else that your dogs hold in high
regard) are put away whenever the dogs are interacting. You don’t
want to allow the possibility of a fight. Those high-value items are best
placed in the dogs’ personal areas.

Finally, never feed your dogs in the same room as the foster dog;
always separate them at feeding time.

Children Introductions

Cat Introductions

We can’t ensure that a foster dog has been “cat-tested,” so if you have personal cats,
you’ll need to make the introduction to the foster dog carefully and safely.

Start by keeping them separated at first. You can either keep your cats in a separate
room (equipped with food, water, litter boxes and beds) or confine your foster dog to a
room.

Over a one- to two-week period, let the dog and cats smell each other through the door,
but don’t allow them contact with one another. Exchanging blankets or towels between
the dog’s area and the cats’ area will help them get used to each other’s scent.

After a couple weeks, do a slow introduction. Keeping your foster dog on leash, allow
your cat out in the same area. (If you have more than one cat, introduce one cat at a
time.)

Allow the cat to enter the room, never carry the cat up to the dog.

Allow the cat to choose whether they want to meet the dog. If not that is okay.

Do not allow the foster dog to charge or run directly up to the cat. Try to distract the dog
as best you can so that the cat has the chance to approach without fear.

Watch the body language of each animal closely and don’t continue the interaction if
either pet becomes over-stimulated, fearful or aggressive.

The idea is to keep the interactions positive, safe and controlled.

Finally, never leave your foster dog unsupervised with any cats in your home.

Since we don’t always know a foster dog’s history or tolerance level for different types of people

and activities, please teach your children how to act responsibly and respectfully around your

foster dog. We will do our best to place you with an appropriate animal for your home

situation, but you should still supervise all interactions between children and your foster dog.

Key things to remind your children:
Always leave the foster dog alone when he/she is eating, chewing or sleeping.
Some dogs may nip or bite if bothered while eating or startled while sleeping.
Do not take anything away from the foster dog.
Do not tease the foster dog.

Don’t chase the foster dog around the house or run quickly around the foster dog; it may

scare him.

Pick up all your toys. Some dogs may not be able to tell the difference between what is theirs

and what belongs to the kids.
Do not hug, climb on or lay on the dog.

Do not allow young children to walk the foster dog because they may not be strong enough
or experienced enough to handle encounters with other dogs or cats who cross their path.

A great resource for dog/children safety is familypaws.com

interactions

Check out some
great graphics
on the next
couple of pages
on appropriate
human and dog

11.
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Anieu
DO invite BABY!
dog over
for a sniff %J
DO include
dogin a

comfortable
and safe way

DO close |- _-.;{th 4
the door to L] ==
the nursery | gt

G

DO remind
yvour dog
what you want
them to do

DO secure

dog and use
awake adult

supervision

' Eimlhrplwmﬁnm: 1-877- muz-iur ;

53 HEY Iy
: .} STOP 17

®

Don’t force
interaction

®

DON'T isolate
dog from family

DON'T allow
unsupervised
access to nursery

DON'T scold
your dog when
being curious

DON'T ever
leave baby
unsupervised

I s . 't s sk

FaMmiLy Paws

PARENT EDUCATION

DO use a gate
to create a
“success station”
for your dog

DO plan
parent guided
games

and set up a
"success station

DO invite
dog over
to you and
your toddler

DO put dog
in bedroom
or crate while
parent is away

“ Dog and Toddler Safety

DO be proactive

o
!

: access to
.i 1‘& dog's food,

toys or treats

DON'T allow ®
toddler and dog |

to play alone
at anytime

,_._ DON'T passively
= ol I H
[ B supervise your .

" dog and toddler
_ ol
s DON'T allow ®

toddler to
R approach
yhs Jf‘ . your dog
DON'T ex pect@
., babysitterto

2 watchboth
‘i‘t toddler and -::ln::g g

flmlhmﬂmm 1-!?1—24? Hﬂ?
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How to Greet a Dog (and What to Avoid)

Appropriate greetings are commen sense. Imagine if someone greeted you the way many pecple greet dogs!

How Kids SHOULD NOT Interact with Dogs

It's common sense. Just imagine how people should interact with each other.

Human to Human Hummian to Dog Human to Dog
IMCORRECT IMCORRECT CORRECT
Avoid taking people’s food Avoid bothering dogs when
they are eating
Avckd Baching h oriowarkstha dogi o, m‘;‘;ﬁ"ﬁm
L“;‘f"' 4 Avoid stealing other people’s toys Avoid taking a dog’s bones or toys
r. 7Y R
Er‘:‘a-}l;uﬂﬂ riehing up l.pw;l:l;:.l-ﬂ!h'ti ralzmad wak]
e ‘-”;, r 'f;';}f;.ﬂ
ﬁ gk F" s Avoid putting your face right up Avoid putting your face right up
g T to someone else’s face to a dog's face
i Fd & I‘ o
Avol interactiore wkhout =Hng Avold ihnrﬂgwmurhnlhrmg:, Ask ¥ you can Inberact first
- sepachl iy T thaya thd up.
fj"h_._h A .- | F‘z i Avoid bothering animals
':1% -;:__- & - . T ﬂ  f Avoid bothering when asleep when they are resting.
.S 18 pAT : = Let sleeping dogs lie.
Aweid staring at peopls. This |5 scary. Aveidstaring & or appmaching head-on, Approachaidawaysand keok
using your periph el visien
e
n.‘-? .":"I aﬁ/{/—- : K'. | - e
& J‘l il ] {H“ﬂ‘zﬁ Avoid pestering Avoid grabbing tail/ears
e Aot s e e saouss o gt
T, § L
ﬁ* & Za éE L Avoid climbing on or trampling Ayoid climbing en er trampling

Aymid reaching Inbe personal spaca.

ot

Avold raaching your hand outfor thes dog tosni.

r:’-s-'/
LI

Lek tre dog appraach 2t his own rata.

Avoid pinching

Avold chosa Imteracion tha pason Avold patting Fira ﬂuglnd:r-u'umutlnu. E's OK bo pat th diog  hi kooks rlaxesd, Mdd hugging.
ks afraid of you. Just admire him Instsad. comas up to you, and sollchs your Muost dbgl diill{ﬂ it.
,.,,..H_ : attnklon by nbbing sgainstyou
LS
' L_.' Avoid hollering and shouting.

#vold touching Inappropriztaly.

Avuid hugging, kksing, and patting recghly.
Thizis too famiarand dsiied by many dogs.

Pat genily.

Avoid screaming around

T "‘-.h Use your "inside” voice instead.

© OIS Dir. Sophia Yin, DV, WS

For additional Low Stress Handling
information, posters, flyers, books,

For additional Low Stress Handling information,

ATTLEDOG PUBLISHING #73% :
((i:r SO h layin.com j; sters, flyers, books, and DVDs, please visit our d?hTTLEigﬁ ?HEUSHIHG -ﬂl
P webatte at hitpi//DrSophisYinoom. L§0pAhlayin.coin

» A VETERINARY CORPORATION S : ™ A VETERINARY CORPORAT|ON OEF
Questionspcattledogpublishingcom (530 757-2383 P Box 4516, Davis, CAS5617 Supportg@lowstresshandling.com Questionsi@cattledogpublishing com (530) 757-2383 — PO, Box 4516, Davis, CA 95617 Support@lowstresshandling.com 1 3.

and DVDs, please visit our website.
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BOdy Language of Fear in Dogs New people: When introducing your foster dog to new people
monitor all interactions to ensure that they are positive, not scary,

experiences for the dog. Have new people toss treats towards the

o dog at first. Allow the dog to approach the person giving the dog to
- e @ back away if he/she is not comfortable. Only if the dog seems
Slight Cowaring Major Cowaring comfortable should the new person try petting the dog.
More Subtle Signs of Fear & Anxiety New environments: It will help the dog adjustment into adopters’

homes if you can allow the dog to experience different parts of your
home that can be easily disinfected and away from your owned pets.
Whenever you introduce the dog to a new space, provide lots of treats
and play with interactive toys so that the dog associate the new space
with their favorite things. Keep the exploratory sessions brief so you
don’t overwhelm the dog and return them to their living space if they
do seem overwhelmed or scared.

New noises: It is beneficial to expose dogs to a variety of normal
household noises but, again, try to do it in a positive way. The key is to
vkl s baties | aisies Ml aie i introduce different noises gradually. For example, start by keeping a

walking slow on floor when they shouldn't be tired looking in many directions radio on low volume and gradually increase the volume over a few days.
Another example: Run the vacuum in another room at first, with the dog
at a safe distance. Then, over the course of a few days, move the vacuum

P . noise closer to their room. If another person plays with the dog while you
il ——— ° ° °
i____jm; ¥l make the noise, it may help alleviate any stress or fear that they may
‘%;?F feel. Go even slower if you notice they are uncomfortable.

Suddenly Won't Eat
but was hungry earlier

Check out these signs of Fear and Anxiety. If you notice these

signs stop what you are doing and give the dog a break in
For additlonal Low Stress Handling information, %' [:.-ATTLEM PUELISH”#‘} Ji their own quiet area.

posters, flyers, books, and D'WDe, please visit our dI‘SD 1'113_ in.com®» .
ekl S0P epble Yo o Zpeton e ey Contact the foster department for further assistance! 14.
Chigstions@c attledogpublishing com (530) 757-2383 — PO, Bax 4516, Davis, CA 95617  Support@lowstresshandling.com

i 1018 D Sophin Win, DR 88
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ALWAYS reach out to the foster department if you notice a 6 TOP TIPS for DESENSITISATION

Turn scary things info fun, positive experiences!

dog is extremely fearful of something or someone.
Ignoring a behavior can be dangerous- we are here to help!

Trigger Stacking

Multiple stressors occurring at the same time.
This can cause any dog to bite (all dogs have a bite threshold).

Show the scary objedt just before feeding Start with short moments of exposure
12594 Above bite threshold 1 for af l=ast o week, 3o the dog learns i 2 fallowed by good things only (IE don'
T becomes a precursor 1o good things. dlip their clows, give 3 lver treats
instead)
100 % Bite may occur above this level - e
o show el YL
g~
= :_M s
E tauch ;F" .-\l_l'_ *'u'rl
E cliny II#'I < | o
N o £
e Break down the scary thing into a Be potien!, proceeding to the next small
E 3 process of small steps (IE putting the 4 step only when your dog is 100%
E clippers near the dogs claws, then comfortoble

tauching fhe clows, then holding the daw

in the clippers then cutting), prassing and
4 HaT 5
SCARY AFTER ALL

rewarding heavily for each step.

Large dogs Pais on head Patted on head, near
alarge dog as a

skateboarder goes by.
25% 40% 25 + 40 + 60 =125%

Bite Potential

I your dn-g SEEMS unhnpp’r' ar sens e If Four :.ll:-g 1% m:url;:l:.' |:.|r mvc—.ﬂul Ihingsr
. . T 5‘ to the scary objed of any fime, go bock 6 work on one af a fime mainigining a
Tnggers [SIFESSDFS} = th'ﬂgE that = dﬂg fears or dlSl Ik‘es' o step and spend mare fime on thot hoppy voice, rewarding with laots of treots
Eg. Dog is uncomfortable around large dogs, afraid of skateboards and hates 1o be patted on the head. step. and remaining patient
One siressor at a ime and he can hold it together, When all 3 happen at the same time it is too much.
JezRose &

canine behaviour specialist

Braught to you by canine behaviour specialist Jez Rose

Far ||._|r||‘*:cr FESOLIRC RS -ul'-q:f il:rgrrnnll.ﬂrl o |;|c|g 'ruirling n:.|!'|l,'.| b-e;hnvwrl S WWWJEIEH“.W.I.I'E 1 5
Copyright 2071 Jez Rase. All rights mserved *
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The Canine ‘Ladder of Aggression’

—
1

PILLLINILL

e
=
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o =

Snapping
Growling
Stiffening up, stare

Lying down, leg up

Standing crouched,
tail tucked under

Creeping, ears back
Walking away

Turning body away,
sitting, pawing

Turning head away

Yawning, blinking,
nose licking

How a dog reacts to stress or threat

& Kendal Shepherd 2004

Dog's signal in so many ways. If
you are seeing signs shown here,
please reach out to the foster
department so we can help
guide you on what the next steps
with your foster will be.

It is extremely important to
reach out as soon as you notice
these signals rather than waiting
on the dog's behavior to 'climb
up the ladder'!

16.



We highly recommend crate training to help foster dogs feel safe and secure. A crate can
be a safe place for your foster dog to have “down time” and can also limit their access to

the entire house. Crates can also be an effective component of potty-training.
When crate training remember the following:

A Sy

- - - -
------

CRATE TRAINING

-barking does not subside
-digging to get out
-chewing bars

-panting/drooling |



POTTY TRAINING

It’s unlikely that your foster dog will be perfectly house-trained when you take him or her home. At the very least,

be prepared for an adjustment period until your foster dog gets used to your schedule.
— N —

Block off areas of

~ your home and

. keep the dogina
crate when you

i are not available

~ to supervise them

indoors.

Take the dog outside to potty
several times a day to the same
"potty area" and keep them on
leash (even if you have a fenced
lyard) to help keep them focused.|
Prime times for potty breaks
are:

-right after waking up
-after eating or drinking
-after playing
-right before sleeping

If your foster dog has an accident
i inside the house, discipline
or punish them. This will only teach
them to fear and mistrust you.

Most dogs will give
cues such as
standing near the
~ door or sniffing the
ground and walking
in small circles to
indicate that they
need to go out.

Clean up all accidents with an
enzymatic cleaner. Nature's
| 7 Miracle and Simple Solution are
two products containing natural
enzymes that tackle tough stains
and odors and remove them
permanently.

l

‘Immediately after
‘ they potty

' verbally praise the
, dog and offer a
yummy treat.

/
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|
ﬁ
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Destructive chewing is a phase that most puppies go through. It usually starts around three months

and can last until the dog is one year old. During this time, the dog’s adult teeth are coming in and

chewing helps relieve the pain. Adult dogs usually chew on inappropriate things because they are
anxious or bored, or because they have never been taught what is appropriate to chew on.

CHEWING




MENTAL STIMULATION & EXERCISE

Keeping your foster dog mentally and physically happy is important!

Depending on your foster
dog’s age and energy level,
he or she should get at least

two 30-minute play
sessions or walks with you
per day.

You can also offer your foster dog
a food-dispensing toy for mental

stimulation. You hide treats in the
toy and the dog has to figure out

how to get the treats out. Try a
TreatStik, Busy Dog Ball or Kong
product, available online and at
pet supply stores.

Enrichment Ideas

Do you ever wish you could shove an iPad in
front of your dog’s face to keep them busy? Here are dog safe ideas to keep
them occupied.

Try a variety of toys
(balls, squeaky toys,
rope toys, etc.) to see
which ones your
foster dog prefers.
Remember to
discourage the dog
from playing with
your hands, since
mouthing won’t be a
desirable behavior to
adopters.

Toss the food bowl to the side! Feed meals
out of a feeder ball ortoss kibble in the
yard for them to find.

Some dogs LOVE to dig!
Try giving them a place to do this,
by building a digging pit or filling a kiddie pool with sand.

A flirt pole allows dogs with
prey-drive to have an outlet to
chase.

Playing fetch is a great way for dogs to
release energy.

Bubbles are a fun way to get involved

in the fun with your dog. (They even have peanut
butter flavored bubbles!)

Provide a variety of toys.
Tug toys, chew and squeaky toys.
(Don't let your pup get bored of them- be
sure to rotate them often!)

20.



http://treatstik.com/
http://www.yipeeee.com/busy-dog-ball.html
http://kongcompany.com/

GROOMING

If dog is
uncomfortable!

Hair Cuts




Positive Reinforcement Negative/Aversive

Training Training

. Fort Wayne Animal Care & Control « NEVER use any aversive training methods
requires our foster families only use (choke collar, prong collar, electric shock
positive training methods when working collar, squirt bottles, or physical
with your fosters (highly desired treats, punishment).
praise, or toys). These help you bond with » These will only cause physical and
your foster while creating a fun and Fear emotional pain and fear with your fosters.
Free experience! . If you are struggling with unwanted

. Keep training sessions short and positive! behaviors please reach out to the foster

department for assistance!

2

22.




One of your goals as a foster parent is to help prepare your foster dog
for living successfully in a home. So, we ask that you help your foster
dog to develop good habits and skills through the use of positive
reinforcement training, which builds a bond of trust between you and
your foster pet. The basic idea is to reward desirable behaviors and

ignore unwanted behaviors.

« DON'T punish a dog for a behavior that you find undesirable because
punishment is ineffective at eliminating the behavior. If the dog is doing
something undesirable, distract him or her before the behavior occurs. It is also
important for every human in the foster home to stick to the rules established
for your foster dog, which will help them to learn faster.

o When interacting with your foster dog, refrain from wrestling or engaging in
play that encourages the dog to be mouthy and “play bite” on your body. Also,
try to refrain from inviting dogs up on the couch or bed. Not all adopters find
this habit acceptable.

« Some foster dogs will have behavioral issues, which we are aware of. We will

If the dog is displaying any of the

only place dogs with behavioral issues with a person who feels comfortable following behaviors please let us
working with the dog on his/her particular issues. We will provide that person know right away!

with all the necessary information so that proper care and training can be given

to the foster dog.

o If you have behavior issues that arise (leash pulling, barking, jumping,
aggression, etc.) with your foster dog please contact the foster department right
away!

o If you feel unable to manage any behavior that your foster dog is exhibiting,
please contact the foster department right away to discuss the issue. We will
guide you and help in every way that we can.

o If the behavior is one that you are not comfortable with or do not want to work
through the dog can always return to the shelter.
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Sometimes despite our best intentions, a dog will get
loose. Please try not to panic. Try these tips:

« If you can see the dog, try calling them. Some of our more social guests
may come right to you, but very often even social dogs get frightened
once they get loose.

« You may be more successful calling them to get their attention and then
walking the opposite direction and/or kneeling down.

 Reaching for a scared dog will often cause them to bolt and can also
result in a bite, so please use caution and only reach for the dog if you
feel you can safely do so.

o If the dog is in an area that is secured but is so scared that they are
growling at you, please call us so that we can help!

o If the dog is already in a flat out run and is panicked, they may not
respond to you at all.

« Please try following them from a distance so that you can see the
direction they are going and hopefully catch up to them once they have
slowed down.

o If they enter a yard, garage, etc., please secure the area to make sure
they can't bolt again before attempting to lure them to you.

« We understand that every circumstance is different and that luring the
dog to you may not be possible, please call us if this is the case!

g

# _
“r.

24.



If the dog bites anyone person or
animal (you included) we need to

know right away!

o If the dog bites a stranger, please have them stick
around while you call us so that we can fill out the
appropriate paperwork.

« We will need you to document what happened and
the location and severity of the wound.

« We are required by law to report any bites that
break skin.

« We will also need to quarantine the dog for ten
days in accordance with state law.

« A bite is not an automatic reason for euthanasia,
so please do not hesitate reporting it.

o If you are seeing any signs of extreme fear and/or
aggression, even if it is very minor, please contact
Fort Wayne Animal Care & Control immediately.

25.
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Get in the habit of observing
the dog's behavior/body
and the location of the dog
before approaching.

What is your dog telling you?

Smiling vs Warning

ears foreard ears foreed back

big soft eyes \

wide open mousth Q
relaxed body ._\_‘x‘-\

dilated whale eye

Approach quietly and slowly
with a relaxed body posture
and quiet, low, calm voice.

head looking away

i

body tense

tail dowen

X

Don't stare directly at the
dog.

Fear vs Relaxed

Notice any signs of the dog
being uncomfortable and

wars back and dosn

7

tail gently waggin
tail tucked  gafy squingy wypes B EEIng

e o / back off as necessary.
Iaps drdwen back — selaoond mouth ——
¥ )

lased body ——— i ° ° M

it i Reward interactions with
food/treats.
Play Bow vs Alert Keep visits short and
hird end up, friont en oy
4 end p, front nd done o o WE——. positive.

D Interse eyes

(|

Allow the dog to make
ced maut choices.

relaxed mauth

glbows touching floar

Be patient- setbacks happen!

DOGGIE LANGUAGE

starring Boogie the Boston Terrier

S

ALERT SUSPICIOUS ANZIOUS THREATENED ANGRY
—
T G 5
.J ¢
“PEACE!" STRESSED STRESSED "PEACE!" "RESPECTI”
lonk away/head fwrn YEWM nase ok snltt ground burn & walk avwoy

I/I(' “.._ - .'-'\.l.
L _c
"NEED SPACE" GTALKING STRESBED STRESS RELEASE RELAXED
nihale gye scratehing shadm ot EOTR @ars, Dlinky eyes

P €

"RESPECTI® FRIENDLY & POLITE  FRIENDLY

LA

“PRETTY PLEASE® “I'M YOUR LOVEBUG"

oifer his back curved body raund puppy face belly - rub pose
: %
i | @
"HELLD | LOVE YO “I'M FRIERDLY!" "READY!" *¥OuU WILL FEED ME"
aresting stretah play bow prey bowm

%; ¥ E% .I,_.r'
CURIOUS HAPPY QVERIOYED “MMMM..T “ILOVE YOu,
head 6L {ar hot} wiggly DON'T STOR”

26.



Daily Cleaning Deep Cleaning

o Sh:l;e out and remove unsoiled blankets . Bleach solution is 1:10 ratio; 320z Should only be utilized as
and toys - | :

« Sweep up scattered debris/food and | i?:::t::ttle 3oz of bleach * 300z needed or when Cleanlng
throw away ; : between fosters

. Dirty bedding and toys should be e Make a new bleach solution for R e 1
laundered i each use as bleach rapidly degrades * Remove everything from the

« Wipe out bowls or scrub with soap and in the presence of light and when space ] ]
water if needed (especially wet food mixed with water « Throw away all disposable items
bowls) o Let bleach sit on surfaces for 10 « Bedding and soft toys need to be

- If ther? are any other messes.in the. | minutes before wiping off laundered
area lightly spray a towel with a diluted -« Discard any remaining solution « Throw away unused food from

bleach solution and scrub the area until
clean- never spray the kennel area- only
a towel

e Make sure the area is completely dry
before setting the space back up for the
puppies to return

the bowls

« Sweep up scattered debris/food

« Thoroughly spray all surfaces
with a bleach solution

o Let bleach sit for 10 minutes

« Scrub any surfaces where debris
still remains if necessary

 Use a clean towel to wipe the
area down after the dwell time

« Make sure the area is completely
dry before setting up with dll
clean/fresh items for your new
foster friends!
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/" FEAR FREE FOSTERING! ¢

fwacc CHECK QUT THESE TIPS ON REDUCING FEAR, ANXIETY AND STRESS FOR YOUR FEAR FREE
FUSTER DOGS AND PUPPIES Tasir o et i

TAKE THINGS ﬁ GENTLE CARE & o,
SLOWLY! HANDLING \al

Your foster dog will take some time to adjust to Make sure you always handle your foster dog/puppy
all of the new things happening in their life. in the least stressful way possible. Never scruff, grab
Remember to give them their own quiet space or force your foster into any position. Never pill your

and not rush introductions or take them new foster dog/puppy always crush medications & offer
places in the beginning while they are still in food.

getting used to you and their surroundings.

TREATS

Food can be one of the easiest rewards we can use for
dogs. You can try offering the following options: dog treats,
hot dogs, cheese, peanut butter and canned dog food.

\Z
e R i 4

BACKGROUND NOISE

You can leave on a television, radio or noise machine
for your foster dog/puppy to have something other
than silence when they are alone.

FEAR FREE FOSTERING

Fort Wayne Animal Care & Control's foster team is always here to help!
When you have questions or concerns please email foster.help@cityoffortwayne.org 28.



We love for puppies to go out in pairs but sometimes we get single puppies that come into the shelter. We make sure the puppies are
around the same size and energy levels when attempting to match pairs.

Please quarantine the puppy for 2 weeks to look for signs of illness before doing the introduction. If you notice any issues with your
new foster please reach out to the foster department.

Please follow the steps below for introductions:
- Graduadally introduce the puppies

-Signs of a good interaction include both puppies
initiate play and that neither of the puppies

seemed stressed (&
-It can be normal for puppies to initially either be
cautious or play rough with some vocalization.

Monitor these signs closely and do small, positive
interactions for a while

-Monitor feeding time and water bowls to make

sure they are shared nicely

When there is a problem:
-Persistent bullying by a puppy
-Bullying is not easily distracted\interrupted g .- |
-One puppy keeps other from resources 7} l ) l \

. R . " 4 .
When in doubt separate them and always reach out I
to the foster department as soon as possible if you QUG ra ntlne fOI' 2 weeks before lntrocl uctions!

are having issues.

Lil
=
—-—
:
<
=
Ot
o3
V)
O
o
—-—
=

We are sure you have read/heard by now that you should keep your fosters away from your owned
pets at home. This is important for the following reasons:
- Puppies may be harboring something that could make your owned animails sick.
-We aren't sure how everyone will get along and we don't want anyone getting hurt.
-Fort Wayne Animal Care & Control is not responsible for any illness/injury to your owned pets. 29




Caring for puppies this
young is an around the clock
job but so worth it!

If you are curious about what
it takes to foster these little
ones please let us know and
we can discuss the next
steps!

30.
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- Unresponsive/unable to stand or walk
- Difficulty breathing
- Severe trauma
- Profusely bleeding
- Ingested a dangerous item
(medication/chemical/etc.)
- Seizure/disoriented
- Any bite from a foster that breaks the skin
- Lost foster animal

AFTER HOURS

EMERGENCY
CALL 260-449-3000

Weekdays after 6pm
All day Saturday
Sunday before 10am and after 2pm

When calling the emergency number please let
dispatch know you are a current foster and need to
speak with an animal control officer. If you live
outside of city limits, we may request you meet an
animal control officer at the shelter.

31.



FWACC FOSTER PUPPY HEALTH CHART

You will receive one of these medical

Animal #: Name/Description: L1
Sheets fOI' eaCh dOg YOU fOSte I'. Plea Se Initial Exam Date,Staff Initials: Initial Body Weight: DOE |Estimate):
| ion to:
pay close attention to:
Puppy Age Checklist
<2 weeks O Physical examination
' [ [ ] [ ] " H Z
The dog's animal number. This is Teeks w3 waeks T Physical examination
. 0  Administer pyrantel pamoate FO
what you need when referring to UL Adyemmi s ponoiw i £
O Ewvaluste for the presence of FLEAS—if presant, quickly bathe
you r foster. puppy with warm soapy water {prevent hypothermia)
3 weeks to 4 weeks O Physical examination
0  Administer CIRD (Bordetella) vaccine (intranasal)
O Administer pyrantel pamoate PO
O Administer ponazuril PO
O Evaluste for the presence of FLEAS—if present, quickly bathe
puppy with warm soapy water {prevent hypothermia)
24 weeks O Physical examination
0  Administer CIRD (Bordeteila) vaccine (intranasal)
O Adminizter DAPPy vaccine (subcutaneous)
0 Administer pyrantel pamoate PO
O Administer ponazuril PO
O Ewvaluste for the presence of FLEAS—if presant, bathe and
administer Capstar PO

Please review the dates below and visit https:/ ffortwaynieanimalcareandcontrol.setmore.com to schedule
your vaccine appointment. Please email foster.help@cityoffortwayne.org with any gquestions or concernns.

Date Body DAPPwy CIRD Pyrantel Ponazuril Entered in
Weight (Bordetella) Chameleon

These dates are when the dog is due for
vaccines/dewormers. Please be sure to schedule your

[
°
CIPPOI ntment hereo ®  DAPPy woccimation is repeated svery wesks untl the peppy & 30 wesks of age

=  Pyrowhel pamoate administration is repeated every 2 wieshs until the puppy is 16 weeks of age, then monthdy until & monitihs of age.
=  Poworurd acministrabion & repeatec 3 weeks afier the inibal dose.

&t B vwerks of age, apply topical Provecta Advanced {flea)tick control} and administer heartworm prevention; repeat monthly.

https://fortwayneanimalcareandcontrol.setmore.com/ = = —

Froviscta Advanced &
Heartworm Prevention | OV P el Hidd' Prod i€l HW Paoduil 32.
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The easiest way to keep track of what is happening with your puppies is to make sure you are
filling out your wellness log daily for each puppy

FWACC FOSTER PUPPY MONITORING CHART Animal #/Name: Date Body Attitude Appetite Fecal Other Observations & Treatment Notes
Weight | {BAR, Q4R, {Eating- All, Score
Date Body Attitude Appetite Fecal Other Observations & Treatment Motes E::::Ir::.ud] ::;T,:] s
Weight | {BAR, QAR, {Eating- All, Score
Dull, Somie, Litthe,
Depressed] None]

Attitude BAR: bright, zlert, and responsive (normal energy level and responsivensss)
QAR: quiet, alert, and responsive (below normal energy level with normal
responsivensass)

Dull: awzke but less alert/interested in surrcundings or normal stimuli
Depressed: awske but not alert/interested in surroundings or normal stimuli

Fecal Score Use Fecal 5coring Chart

It is normal for puppies to have a fecal score of 2-5 (score 1 may indicate
constipation and score B-7 is diarrhea)

Other Observations Body Temperature: 0-2 wesks of 2ge: normal 96-23 F; 2-4 weeks of age: normal
97-100 F; =4 weeks of age: normal 99.5-102.5 F (<57= hypothermia, >103= faver)
Hydration: -4 weeks of age: evaluate moistness of the gums (normal:
wet/slippery; abnormal: sticky) and urine color (normal: clear; abnormal: darker
yvellow]; = 4 weeks of age: evaluate skin tent test (normal: snaps back within 1-2
seconds; abnormal »2 seconds) and moistness of the gums {normal: wet/slippery;
abnormal: sticky) [assume dehydrated if poor appetite or other signs of iliness]
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Fort Wayne Animal Care & Control provides all medical care for our foster animals through our shelter veterinarian. Because we are ultimately responsible
for your foster's well-being, our staff must authorize any and all treatment for fosters. Do not give your fosters any medications, foods, supplements, etc.
that have not been prescribed/approved by our staff.

If your foster needs to see the shelter veterinarian staff will schedule the appointment and notify you of the date/time.

Remember, foster parents will be responsible for payment of any medical care if they take their foster animal to a veterinarian without authorization from
Fort Wayne Animal Care & Control.

Dogs do a good job of masking when they don’t feel well, so determining if a foster dog is ill will require diligent observation of the dog's daily activity and
appetite levels. Be aware that dogs act differently at different ages. For example, a healthy two-week-old puppy will sleep often and get up only to nurse,
whereas a healthy six-week-old puppy should have a lot of energy. If you have any questions about the health of your fosters, please contact us right away!

Eye Discharge Loss of Appetite
It is normal for dogs to have some discharge from their Your foster dog may be stressed after arriving in
eyes when they wake up and some may have more than your home, and stress can cause lack of appetite.
others, depending on the breed. But if your foster dog has But if the dog hasn’t eaten after 24 hours, please
yellow or green discharge, or swelling around the eyes notify the foster department. Also, if the dog has

(making it hard for him to open his eyes), or the third
eyelid is showing, you need to contact the foster
department as medication may be needed.

hours, notify the foster department to set up an
appointment. Please do not change the dog’s diet
without contacting the foster department. An
abrupt change in diet can cause diarrhea, which
can lead to dehydration.

: ' been eating well, but then stops eating for 12 to 24

Coughing, Sneezing and Nasal Discharge |

Coughing can be common if your foster dog is pulling on
leash. If the coughing becomes more frequent, however,
watch for discharge coming from the nose. If the
discharge is clear, the infection is probably viral and
medication may not be needed, but check with the
foster department to find out if a checkup appointment

Lethargy
The activity level of your foster dog will vary
depending on age and personality. If the dog
is necessary. cannot be roused or seems weak and unable to

If the discharge becomes colored, an appointment is ' _  _a _a stand,it’s an emergency, so start the emergency
necessary because the dog may have a bacterial contact protocol.

infection. Be sure to monitor the dog’s breathing. If the
dog seems to struggle to breathe or starts wheezing,
follow the emergency contact protocol. Also, once you
notice nasal discharge, monitor the dog’s eating habits
more closely to ensure that he or she is still eating.
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The concerns above are associated with Upper Respiratory Infections.
To learn more about what to do next if you notice these symptoms see
the following page. 34




UPPER RESPIRATORY INFECTIONS

If you suspect
your foster dog is
coming down
with an upper
respiratory
infection please

follow these steps:

ﬁ

DOES DOG HAVE GREEN/YELLOW COLORED DISCHARGE
COMING FROM EYES/NOSE AND/OR SEEM LETHARGIC?

y
}I
Ford Nagee: Vaial Car: and Canlrad




DIARRHEA

In dogs, it can be tricky to determine if diarrhea is a problem. Soft stool diarrhea, most likely caused by stress, is normal for the first two days after you
take the dog home. Puppies who are nursing tend to have loose stool, but if it is watery or very large in volume, that’s a concern. Remember that
diarrhea will dehydrate, so be proactive about contacting the foster department if you notice any diarrhea. If a dog has bloody or mucus diarrhea,

If you notice
diarrhea

please follow

these steps:

ﬁ

Dehydration
Dehydration is usually associated with
diarrhea, vomiting and/or loss of
appetite. To test for dehydration,
check the dog's gums. If they are
sticky, dry or a pale color the dog is
dehydrated. If the gums are smooth,
slick and a nice pink color there should
be no immediate concern with
dehydration.
If the dog is dehydrated please call the
foster department immediately.

please contact the foster department right away!

1S DOG UP TO DATE ON
DEWORMERS?

u
[ort Wayme Aninsal (are and Contral

®.

.

- DOG
DIARRHEA

DECISION
. MAKER -




o
<
- -
O
LLl
o
O
O
s
<
J
Ll
Ll

Please refer to the following
examples when reaching out
with questions/concerns
regarding stools from

dogs/puppies

Fecal Score Chart

IDEAL

37.



Vomiting
Sometimes dogs will eat too quickly and will immediately )
throw up their food. Occasional vomiting isn’t cause for Hair loss . . .
alarm, but if your foster dog has thrown up two or more Please contact the foster de.partment if you notice any !mur
times in one day, please notify the foster department! loss or crusty/scabby lesions on your foster dogs. It is
normal for dogs to have thin fur around the lips, eyelids
and in front of the ears, but clumpy patches of hair loss or
Pain or strain while urinating or defecating thinning hair can indicate ringworm or dermatitis. It is
When a dog first goes into a foster home, he or she important to check your foster's coats every day.

may not urinate due to stress. If the dog hasn’t urinated
in more than 24 hours, however, please contact the
foster department. Also, if you notice the dog straining
to urinate with little or no results, or crying out when
urinating, please contact us immediately because it
may be indicative of an infection or an obstruction.

Fleas
All dogs are checked for fleas before going to
their foster homes. If old enough dogs are given
flea preventative. If you notice fleas on your

foster dog please contact the foster department.
Worms

All dogs are given a round of dewormer before
they leave for foster care. Round worms wiill
look like spaghetti. Tape worms will look like

grains of rice and are found around the anus. If

Frequent ear scratching
If your foster dog has irritated, swollen or red or pink
= 4% 4 ears that smell like yeast, he may have an ear infection.
- d{ * . &7 @-k >, This type of infecti.on is more common in dogs who have
e U = : 5 very floppy ears, like basset hounds or Labradors. These
- Fé i -l o caie. dogs may need to have their ears cleaned more often to
B = _ e S g { ensure that the infection does not re-occur.

you notice worms in the dog's poop or vomit
please contact the foster department.

i
. Amputations, Enucleations, Wounds, Etc.
There are times when dogs come in with advanced
medical needs. Our staff will go over specific
instructions for these dogs. When fostering one of
these cases always reach out if you have

questions/concerns.
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Please keep in mind the following when asked to give your
foster medications.

follow all directions closely and only give as
directed

always offer the medication in food if possible

make sure you give the correct dose of medication
based on the animal's weight

do not stop medications before they are completed
unless advised to do so
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do not give your foster any

medication/supplements not approved by FWACC —

PLEASE EMAIL FOSTER.HELP@CITYOFFORTWAYNE.ORG WITH QUESTIONS/CONCERNS 39.



Infant Puppies
While very rare, not all puppies survive even with early intervention and
advanced medical care. We work hard as a team with our foster families
staying in close communication to identify puppies who may be struggling.
Unfortunately, there are still a small percentage of puppies who crash
suddenly through no fault of anyone.

Although this is the most devastating part of fostering, please know that
without individuals willing to take these puppies into their homes they
would not stand a chance of survival.

We are here to support you!

Euthanasia

Fort Wayne Animal Care & Control never sends an animal out to foster care intending the end
result to be euthanasia. Through the use of foster homes we find out information that we would
otherwise never know. Although most of the information we gain is very positive there are times
when serious issues occur once the animal is in foster care.

The decision to euthanize an animal is not taken lightly and is used only when we have exhausted
all reasonable alternatives. Some animals may display behavior patterns or have physical
conditions that make it difficult, with limited resources, to care for them at the shelter or in a home
environment. There are also times that an animal may show behaviors that could make them
potentially dangerous to people or other animals. Euthanasia by injection, performed by certified
euthanasia technicians, is currently recommended as the most humane method for all companion
animals and is the only method used by Fort Wayne Animal Care & Control.
Euthanasia is an emotional issue for everyone involved. Please know that we will be open and
honest when talking about this sensitive topic should it arise with one of the animals you are
fostering.
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Dogs/Puppies can return to the shelter when:

Puppies are at least 10 weeks old
The foster team will inform you
when adults can return /

They are healthy

They are up to date on dll
vaccines and dewormers

Please email us to
schedule your fosters spay/neuter surgeries.

Foster animals stay at the shelter at this time and the day after
surgery they are made available for adoption!
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We highly encourage our foster families to find homes for their foster animails.

If you have someone wanting to adopt your foster animals direct them to
the main webpage (fwacc.org), select the adoption tab, click on Fees and
Processes then scroll down and have them click the PURPLE Adoption
Application Pets Currently in Foster Homes. Please be sure they are
including your name, the animals name and most importantly the ANIMAL
NUMBER. If you are unsure of the animal number, please reach out to us
and we can provide it for you. Please let them know that this does not
guarantee that they will be approved for the animal as all adoption
policies and procedures must be met and that applications are
timestamped as they are submitted. We rely heavily on our foster parents
helping keep track of who they have lined up to adopt their foster animals
and communicate with them regularly what is scheduled to happen with
the foster animals. Please overcommunicate this with us and as soon as
you have someone fill out an application send us an email to let us know.

If you have multiple foster animals, please follow the protocol below:
e Please follow the above recommendations for each of your foster animals.
¢ If you decide to post your animals on social media, please do not provide
the link for the adoption application. This gets very confusing for us. There
have been multiple times when we received over 20 applications for the
same animal in foster and the foster parent did not even know these people
due to the post being shared a few hundred times. Here is a suggestion on
what you could say when posting:
--->“If you are interested in adopting please reach out to me directly for more
information on the process.” You can then share the link with the adopter and ask
them to inform you once they have completed the application. Once you have that
confirmation please email foster.help to let us know.
* We would like to have all potential adopter applications filled out BEFORE the
animal returns to the shelter for surgery.

If you have any questions, please reach out!

Don't feel bad if you don't have a home lined up! Animals don't
stick around long at the shelter before getting adopted!

Fort Wagne Armal Care and Contrl Scan the QR Code
Visit fwacc.org select the adoption tab, click on Fees and
Processes then scroll down and
click the Adoption Application Pets Currently in
Foster Homes

This does not guarantee you are approved to adopt this animal. All adoption
policies and procedures apply.
After completing the adoption application please notify the foster parent.

PLEASE EMAIL FOSTER.HELP@CITYOFFORTWAYNE.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION


http://fwacc.org/?fbclid=IwAR3d690DZ3_QdkWfGf3hW_PVofvDGYbgAQWSRvQmVM7ZpueGMBX3H4pUEI8
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Ways to advertise your animals

Don't forget to complete the bios for your foster animals
BEFORE they come back to the shelter for spay/neuter
and adoption. No one knows your foster better than
you, so we created these awesome forms for you to
complete in order to help our staff write Adoption Bios
for them once they come back for adoption.

https://form.jotform.com/201766709218157

*Be sure to include the animal number so we can make
sure we have the correct bio linked to the correct
animals.

Good photos go a long way in helping to get your fosters
adopted! For tips on how to get a great photo check out
this graphic

You can send photos to
educationhelp@cityoffortwayne.org please be sure to
include the animal number and foster's name in the
subject line.

TIPS FOR AWESOME

FOSTER PET PHOTOS

GET ON THEIR '
LEVEL

Getting down ta your '
foster pet’s level will
create more personal
portraits and highlights
their unigue traits.

USE
BURST MODE

Most cellphones have an action
mode or burst mode, Use these to
your advantage when your foster pet
is being active. These modes work
best when there is plenty of light so
consider using this tip while you are
close to a window or outside.

Making noises is a great way to get your
foster pet to look your way. You can use
your mouth or even a squeaker. Make sure
you are ready to snap the photo when you
make a noise to catch them looking
directly at you. Who knows? Maybe you
will even catch an adorable head tilt!

................................................................

NOTICE YOUR
ENVIRONMENT

Some of the best photos come from an
environment that is well lit and
uncluttered (ex. a blank wall) . If there are
too many objects in the background it can
take away from the subject...aka your
foster pet. If there isn't enough light, the
photo can turn out grainy and take away
from their unique features.

TIMING

Choose key maments throughout your
day to capture their true personality
Map time is a great way togeta
peaceful photo (bonus tip: place their
bed in a well lit area so you can get
clear, sharp photos) Playtime is a great

time to use the burst/active mode to
catch how goofy they really are.

Once you have a great
description and an eye
catching photo feel free
to share on your
personal social media
platforms.



https://form.jotform.com/201766709218157?fbclid=IwAR1y-8JOGXe67sYzhfNCcSceR37U7k1tf4TQbLA1rEshKFwwRkNHXsdNL_w

We understand bringing your foster animals
v back may be an emotional time for many fosters.

There are always more animals that need
fostered. If you need to fill that void sooner
rather than later keep a close eye on the Foster
Facebook page for more fostering opportunities.

Volunteering in the animal welfare field often
times put you at a greater risk of developing
compassion fatigue. When your emotions build
up you may feel exhausted, angry, sad, etc.

A combination of these symptoms can lead to
burnout and is often responsible for the loss of
many talented foster volunteers. In order to
maintain your emotional and physical health,
take frequent breaks and reach out if you are
struggling with anything, we are here to help!

SAYING GOODBYE

44.



Words can't express how grateful
we are for our fantastic team of
foster families!

Without your help we would not
be able to help as many dogs and
puppies as we do in our
community!

Please know that we are here for
you, reach out with any and dll
questions and concerns.
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Thank youl!!




