
 

 

 

 

NEIGHBORHOOD STREET CALMING POLICY 

Residential Neighborhoods sometimes request that the city help 

change traffic in their neighborhood. The City of Fort Wayne Neighborhood 

Street Calming Policy or “Traffic Calming Program” is a program that may 

be used by the city at the request of neighborhood associations to help 

alter vehicular traffic by physical measures with the intentions that this will 

help improve traffic safety for street users, slow traffic, and enhance the 

neighborhood. 

The goal of the program is to work with neighborhood associations on 

making positive changes in traffic after the neighborhood initiates a 

request. If a neighborhood request is valid, a review or traffic study will be 

completed in the requested area. Traffic calming measures would then be 

installed if appropriate and supported by the neighborhood. 

This program is intended for roadways classified as residential streets 

with low traffic volumes, generally between 300-800 vehicles/day. 

Requests for collector or arterial streets will not be accepted. 

The following information will help guide you through the process for 

Traffic Calming in residential areas and give you a better understanding of 

how this process works. 

 

 



I. How it Works 

The first step in the process is to ask! 

Requests for Traffic Calming can be made to the Traffic 

Engineering Department @ Traffic@cityoffortwayne.org  

Requests should be made in writing/e-mail and must come from 

the Neighborhood Association or Board Representative in order to 

be considered.  

Requests are limited to neighborhood streets, not classified as 

arterial or collector streets. Please reference the following link for 

roadway classifications. 

https://www.cityoffortwayne.org/images/stories/public_works/doc/T

raffic_engineering/Streets_By_Type_2020.pdf 

 

II. Review and Investigation 

Note:  Residential Speed Limits throughout the city are 

standardized at 30 MPH unless otherwise posted. 

The city will make an initial review the area and make a 

recommendation based on the request.   

Review of the area may consider the following: 

• Existing Speed Limits 

• Line of Sight or Roadway Geometry 

• School Pedestrian Routes or School Bus Routes 

• Typical or Excessive Cut-Through Traffic  

• Roadway Network 

• On-Street or Available Parking 

• Accident History 

• Lighting 

• Pavement Markings & Signage 
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It may be recommended that a speed/volume study be performed 

to determine what a typical day of traffic is like within the 

neighborhood. Studies can help identify if there is a persistent 

problem or if there is a problem at all. 

Traffic study information is provided to the Fort Wayne Police 

Department for enforcement if results are above normal.  An 85th% 

speed average of five (5) miles above the posted speed limit 

would be considered above normal. 

85th% speeds are the statistical analysis of speeds at which 85% of the 

drivers would drive at or below in typical driving conditions. The 85th% speed 

is the speed at which speed limits are established within the city as adopted 

by the Indiana Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (IMUTCD).  

 

III. Review and Discussion 

Not all traffic calming requests can be accommodated or are 

warranted. However, once results from the investigation are 

obtained, either by site investigation or by data collection, the 

results will be discussed with the association.   

Traffic calming measures should consider the following: 

1. Existing/Appropriate traffic control on streets 

2. Emergency response times 

3. Sight distance and sufficient right of way 

4. Driver behavior 

5. Education and Enforcement 

The city must maintain the roadway network safely and efficiently. 

Unwarranted signage, such as unwarranted stop signs, may cause 

adverse effects if not installed properly. Signage is intended to 

warn, guide and inform. Stop signs are intended to control traffic at 

an intersection and are not to be placed to slow traffic. If signs are 

not placed properly, the signage will become ineffective.  



IV. Petition Process 

 

If the results determine that a change is warranted or supported, a 

petition may be required.  Petitions are required for the placement 

of stop signs, restriction of on-street parking, changing in street 

direction, speed limits, or as determined by the department. 

 

If needed, a petition will be sent to the applicant with the details 

and requirement for signatures.  75% of the affected residents will 

need to sign in favor of a change for regulatory traffic signage.  

Changes in speed limit will require a minimum of 51% of the entire 

neighborhood. Petitions will only be accepted if a review of the 

neighborhood has been previously discussed and performed.  

 

If the results do not recommend a change, neighborhood 

involvement such as neighborhood education or notification should 

be considered by the neighborhood. As well, alternate ideas for 

traffic calming may be considered. In most instances the traffic 

related issues are from the residents within the neighborhood and 

issues may be resolved without city assistance. 

 

V. Community Involvement 

If the Neighborhood Association is wanting to go beyond a typical 

request or investigation and consider other physical changes to 

the look of the neighborhood streets or roadway network, they 

may consider a Community Led Traffic Calming Demonstration 

Project (CLTCDP).  A Community Led Traffic Calming 

Demonstration Project is one which may have assistance from 

other organizations who can help with funding or materials to do 

traffic calming projects on a trial basis which may become 

permanent.  Additional information can be found on the city Traffic 

Engineering webpage. 



Other methods that may be considered are the Painted Pavement 

Art Program (PPAP) which draws attention to crosswalks or other 

sections of neighborhood streets. PPAP is another community led 

program which showcases neighborhood streets and identify or 

brand a neighborhood. Additional information can be found on the 

city Traffic Engineering webpage. 

 

VI. Implementation 

 

Once a petition is completed and the change is verified, the city 

will either install signs or work with the neighborhood on the 

change.  

 

Regulatory signs require authorization from the Board of Public 

Safety, which meets the first Thursday of every month.  Once a 

new traffic regulation is approved, records will be updated and 

signs will be placed. 

 

 

VII. Considerations 

 

Please note that not all requests for traffic calming will be 

accommodated. Many streets are set up with every other block 

being the stop street to prevent unnecessary starting/stopping or 

delays.  Other streets do not carry the speeds or volumes 

necessary to warrant a change. It will be important that the 

location and details of the issues are discussed with the 

department prior to the neighborhood formalizing a petition 

request with the city. A minimum of 500’ spacing is to be 

maintained between stop signs.  

Other treatments such as non-standard warning signs may be 

considered in lieu of regulator signage. 



Traffic Calming Petition  Aug 2021 

PETITION FOR PARKING DESIGNATIONS 

OR ONE-WAY STREET DESIGNATIONS 
 

Date Received by the Board of Works:  ____________________ 
 

We, the undersigned residents and/or property owners, do hereby petition the Board of Public Works of the City 

of Fort Wayne, Indiana, for: . “By signing this petition, the signatory affirms that she/he is authorized to do so and 

thereby bind the owner(s) of the respective parcel to the effect of this petition” 
 

“No Parking Designation” for the following location:  51% 

                        

 

Time limitation for parking on residential street – Please describe:  51% 

             

 

Neighborhood Speed Limit Reduction to 25 MPH for the following Neighborhood  51% 

           _________________________________________________________________  

 

 “One Way Street Designation” for the following location”  75% 

             

 

”Stop Sign” for the following Location  75% 

           __________________________________________________ 

 
 

NOTE:  This petition must be signed by the correct percentage of residents and/or property owners on the entire 

block(s) affected.  The affected blocks will be determined by Traffic Engineering.  No petition will be permitted 

unless first discussed with Traffic Engineering who will determine the affected blocks with the applicant. 

Petitions must be initiated by the Neighborhood Board.  The Board of Public Safety approves projects based 

upon the recommendation of the Traffic Engineering Department.  The necessary signs are installed at 100% 

cost to the City, when funds become available. Non-regulatory signage are not funded by the city. 
 

Petition Contact Person – Name:  __ __________    

          Address (include Zip):         

         Home Phone: _________________   or Cell Phone: ___________________ 
 

Signatures –  

Signature                                                  Printed Name                                               Street Address & Zip 
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PETITION FOR PARKING DESIGNATIONS 

OR ONE-WAY STREET DESIGNATIONS 

 

Signatures –  

Signature                                                  Printed Name                                               Street Address & Zip 
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PETITION FOR PARKING DESIGNATIONS 

OR ONE-WAY STREET DESIGNATIONS 
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