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Great American Cleanup
Saturday, May 20, 2017

The City of Fort Wayne’s annual spring cleaning event — The Great 
American Cleanup — will be held Saturday, May 20, at locations all over 
our City. Register by Monday, April 17, so that supplies will be ready for 
you and your group. Supplies, including T-shirts, gloves, and garbage bags, 
will be available for pickup only Monday through Wednesday, May 15–17, 
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Supplies can be picked up at Street Light Operations, 
335 East Murray Street.

On May 20, after the cleanup, all Great 
American Cleanup volunteers are 
invited to a celebration at 
Headwaters Park West. The 
gates will open at 11:30 a.m. 
There will be food, drinks, 
games, music, and a prize raffle. 
This year at the celebration, 
we’ll be kicking off our new 
Adopt-a-Block program, encouraging 
residents, organizations, and businesses 
to commit to regular litter cleanups 
throughout the year on their “adopted” 
area. Watch for Adopt-a-Block 
information at the Great American 
Cleanup.

Again this year, residents will be 
able to drop off yard waste free of charge 
at the Fort Wayne City Utilities Biosolids Facility, located at 6202 Lake 
Avenue. This free offer is only available to residents on Great American 
Cleanup Day, Saturday, May 20, from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

During our 2016 cleanup, 5,823 volunteers contributed 17,469 hours 
to cleaning up our City during this one-day event. Here is what you 
accomplished:

•  189,000 pounds of litter and debris were collected.
•  1,500 illegally dumped tires were recycled.
•  81 miles of roads, streets, and highways were 

cleaned or beautified.
•  1,639 acres of parks and public lands were cleaned.
•  36 miles of hiking, biking, and nature trails were 

cleaned.
•  24 miles of river banks were cleaned.

Learn more and register NOW at www.
CityofFortWayne.org/GreatAmericanCleanup. 
You can also email greatamericancleanup@
cityoffortwayne.org or call 427-2715 with questions.

http://www.CityofFortWayne.org/GreatAmericanCleanup
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mailto:greatamericancleanup@cityoffortwayne.org
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http://www.cityoffortwayne.org/publicworks/street-department/leaf-collection.html
http://cityoffortwayne.org/leaves
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Recycle 
carts seeing 
some “bad 
apples”
We’ve all heard the saying, “One 
bad apple spoils the bunch.” Did 
you know that could be true with 
recycling, too? All of your recycling 
goes together into your recycle 
cart (the cart with the yellow lid). 
Your cart and all of your neighbors’ 
carts are emptied into a truck 
that compacts the recyclables. At 
the Materials Recovery Facility, 
that load is dumped and mixed 
with loads from many other 
neighborhoods. So imagine what 
happens when you or someone 
else has tossed in food waste, 
trash, or dirty diapers. You can 
see it, can’t you? Food waste and 
other icky stuff ends up all over 
the recyclables. Instead of being 
recycled, some of those items are 
now too contaminated to be reused 
by a manufacturer. And then? Well, 
they end up in the landfill instead of 
being made into a new product.

Unfortunately, we’re seeing a 
higher contamination rate than usual 
in Fort Wayne recycle carts. We 
need your help to keep those carts 
free of contaminants. Keep OUT 
trash, diapers, food scraps, yard 
waste, and other non-recyclables. 
Print out and keep the Recycle Cart 
Do’s and Don’ts handy. If you have 
questions, call 311 or visit www.
RecycleFortWayne.org.

C I T Y  O F  F O R T  WA YN E

www.RecycleFortWayne.org

http://www.RecycleFortWayne.org
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While we’re busy planting the petunias and trimming the topiary, we may not be thinking about how lawn and garden care can affect 
our rivers and streams. What we do in our yards can have huge impacts locally and many miles downstream.

While fertilizers, pesticides, and other lawn care chemicals may have some benefits for lawns or gardens, these chemicals may 
negatively affect water quality — especially if they are overused. Rain can wash the chemicals used on our land into streets and storm 
sewers. Most stormwater eventually enters our streams, rivers, and other bodies of water without any treatment at all. The chemicals 
that are intended and used to do good things may cause many problems for wildlife living in and around the polluted water and can be 
a health hazard to anyone swimming in the water. 

By practicing responsible lawn care, you can make a huge difference in our water quality and help protect our environment. 
Here’s what you can do:

• Test your soil — Test your soil before applying chemicals to find out what nutrients your lawn or garden is lacking. This will help 
you figure out exactly what kind of chemical you may need and how much to use to improve your soil. Private labs and the Allen 
County Soil and Water Conservation District conduct soil testing.

• Use the right amount — If a soil test shows that your lawn or garden needs fertilizer, remember that over-applying any chemical 
is wasteful. To save yourself money, follow label directions and use only the amount of chemical you need. In this case, more is 
NOT better.

• Use biosolids and compost — Use biosolids and compost to improve your soil naturally. They are better for water quality and are 
very inexpensive. It’s easy to make your own compost in the backyard and the City of Fort Wayne makes biosolids available free 
of charge at Fort Wayne’s Biosolids and Yard Waste Recycling Facility on Lake Avenue, just west of Maplecrest Road.

• Choose native plants — Because they are adapted to local climate conditions and can survive wet to dry conditions, native plants 
adapt and grow better than non-native species. Thus, native plants require less water, fertilizers, and pesticides. Also, many native 
plants are perennials, so they return from year to year without having to replant. 

• Conserve water — By using less water, you can cut down on the amount of chemical runoff going into storm drains and other 
bodies of water. Water deeply but avoid over-watering. Early morning and evening are the best times to water.

• Dispose of unwanted chemicals properly — Never pour unused chemicals such as fertilizer, weed killer, or insecticide down a 
storm drain or onto the ground. Read and follow label directions for disposal of unused chemicals and their containers. Visit the 
Allen County Solid Waste District’s website, www.ACWasteWatcher.org, to learn more about proper disposal of lawn and 
garden chemicals.

• Turn your yard waste into garden gold — Grass clippings don’t need to be picked up. Mow regularly and allow the clippings 
to drop back onto the lawn, where they will provide both water and nitrogen to your soil. You can also mix grass clippings with 
leaves, weeds, and shrub trimmings in a backyard compost bin or pile. Or, you can deliver your yard waste to the Composting Site 
at 6231 MacBeth Road (Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Saturday, 8 a.m. to noon) or the Fort Wayne Biosolids and Yard 
Waste Recycling Facility at 6202 Lake Avenue (Monday through Saturday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.).
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Green Landscaping and Water Quality
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City of Fort Wayne Solid Waste Department
200 East Berry St., Suite 210 
Fort Wayne, IN 46802-1804

427-8311
www.RecycleFortWayne.orgMayor Tom Henry

With fires, safety comes first
As temperatures warm up, you may be thinking about sitting around a campfire or fire 
pit or cooking on your grill. If your spring and summer fun includes outdoor fires, plan 
now for safety:

• Keep a garden hose connected to a water supply, buckets, shovels, and/or a fire 
extinguisher near the site where you’ll have the grill or fire.

• Burn only wood products and charcoal — no leaves, paper, or trash.
• Attend the fire at all times until it is fully extinguished.
• Keep campfires and fire pits at least 25 feet away from any structures, fences, 

or the right of way. Under City ordinance, barbeque grills are not allowed on 
apartment balconies. 

• Limit campfires to an area no more than 3 feet wide by 2 feet high.
• Extinguish the fire if the smoke creates a nuisance or a hazardous condition. 

Anyone who recklessly and knowingly kindles or maintains a fire that damages the 
property of another person may be subject to criminal charges and fines. 

If you have any questions about fire safety, please call the Fort Wayne Fire 
Department at the 427-1479.

For your safety and the safety of your garbage collector, some wastes don’t belong at the curb. Here’s 
how to handle some of the most common items:

• Fluorescent Tubes and Bulbs can be recycled at no charge at Connolly’s Do It Best Hardware, 
Umbers Do It Best, and Grabill Hardware. 

• Rechargeable and button household batteries are accepted at no charge at Batteries Plus and Umbers 
Do It Best.

• Electronics can be recycled for a small fee at OmniSource, located at 1430 Meyer Road. Under 
state law, electronics may not be disposed in landfills and will not be picked up at the curb by your 
trash hauler.

For more information about hard-to-handle wastes, visit www.ACWasteWatcher.org.

Front row: Matt Gratz, Solid Waste 
Manager and Victoria Edwards, 
Program Manager; Back row: Adam 
Rolf, Cart Program Supervisor; Mike 
Davis, Cart Program Foreman; and 
Jared Freeman, Cart Maintenance 
Foreman.

Meet the  
City of Fort Wayne  

Solid Waste and  
Recycling Staff
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